Are You Ready?

Jesus’ final act on earth was intended to win your trust.

This is the final act of Jesus’ life. In the concluding
measure of his earthly composition, we hear the sounds of a
thirsty man.

And through his thirst—through a sponge and a jar of
cheap wine—he leaves a final appeal. “You can trust me.”

Jesus. Lips cracked and mouth of cotton. Throat so dry he couldn’t swallow,
and voice so hoarse he could scarcely speak. He is thirsty. To find the last time
moisture touched these lips you need to rewind a dozen hours to the meal in the
upper room. Since tasting that cup of wine, Jesus has been beaten, spat upon,
bruised, and cut. He has been a cross-carrier and sin-bearer, and no liquid has
salved his throat. He is thirsty.

Why doesn’t he do something about it? Couldn’t he? Did he not cause jugs of
water to be jugs of wine? Did he not make a wall out of the Jordan River and two
walls out of the Red Sea? Didn’t he, with one word, banish the rain and calm the
waves? Did God not say, “I will pour water on him who is thirsty”” (Isaiah. 44:3)?

If so, why does Jesus endure thirst?

He didn’t have to suffer thirst. At least, not to the level he did. Six hours
earlier he’d been offered drink, but he refused it.

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of
the Skull). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.
And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each
would get. (Mark 15:22-24)

Before the nail was pounded, a drink was offered. Mark says the wine was
mixed with myrrh. Matthew described it as wine mixed with gall. Both myrrh
and gall contain sedative properties that numb the senses. But Jesus refused
them. He refused to be stupefied by the drugs, opting instead to feel the full
force of his suffering.

Why? Why did he endure all these feelings? Because he knew you would feel
them too.

He knew you would be weary, disturbed, and angry. He knew you’d be
sleepy, grief-stricken, and hungry. He knew you’d face pain. If not the pain of the
body, the pain of the soul ... pain too sharp for any drug. He knew you’d face
thirst. If not a thirst for water, at least a thirst for truth, and the truth we glean
from the image of a thirsty Christ is—he understands.

And because he understands, we can come to him.
[Max Lucado, Thirsty on the Cross)

Unleash Your Faith

) We’re natural born climbers

“I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man’s envy of his
neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” Ecc. 4:4

) Climbing Ladders is exhausting and in the
end pointless

“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within you?” James 4:1

) Easter is about a new relationship not
another task

Since we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for us,
God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with
himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we're in and restored us to

where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ.”
Romans 3:21-22
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