
Hope Peace



The Lighting of the Candle 

Light the Advent Candle two
Think of humble shepherds who
Filled with wonder at the sight
Of the child on Christmas night

Hope Peace



Reader 1: As we prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Jesus, we also prepare our homes for the arrival of 
family and friends. We look forward to the peace and 
joy that comes when we celebrate the unfolding years 
with family and friends and when we connect once 
again our heart with our home.

Hope Peace
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Reader 2: Yet Mary and Joseph had to leave home, 
just when they needed home the most. Their difficult 
journey to Bethlehem meant they were alone at a 
time when they most needed community. Yet God 
was present to Mary and Joseph in their wandering. 
They experienced God as protector and sustainer, 
even as they traveled from their home to the 
unfamiliarity of Bethlehem for the census.



Hope Peace

Reader 1: Once there, they experienced God as 
keeper of promises. Micah 5:2 says:

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,

out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,

whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”



Reader 2: God makes a promise through Micah and 
He keeps it in Bethlehem. Jesus is born and nothing 
will ever be the same again. Home has come to us. 

Hope Peace



HopePeace

Reader 1: Today, in a world that makes the barn in 
Bethlehem feel like a very long time ago, God calls for 
our church Home to be a safe haven for children of all 
kinds, to offer shelter from the storms of life, and to 
be friends and family to the lonely and frightened of 
all ages. We are the Home of God’s family. 



HopePeace

Reader 2: We light this candle for every child of God 
who has lost their way home, for those who have 
forgotten the joy of community or who are gripped by 
fear of rejection. We light this candle trusting that 
God will use us to offer comfort, love and hope to 
those who have lost their way.  This is the candle of 
Peace.



HopePeace

Reader 1: Let us pray, 
Dear God, You are our heart’s home. Your home is 
safe, loving, and eternal. But, so many of your 
children are trapped in homes that are not safe and 
are being torn apart by anger, violence or neglect. 



HopePeace

You chose to come into a family that had little else but 
love on the night you were born. Rescue us from the 
danger of being obsessed with ourselves so that we 
can see the needs, and the hope, around us. Draw us 
closer to your light as we draw closer to Christmas. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.



The Lighting of the Candle 

Candle, candle burning bright 
Shining in the cold winter night 
Candle, candle burning bright 

Fill our hearts with Christmas light.
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