
The Gospels



What are the Gospels?

A. Portrayal of Jesus’ Messiahship (Luke 1:1)

B. Portrayal of Jesus’ Mission  (Matthew 5:17)

C. Portrayal of the Human Condition

D. Elicit a Response (John 20:31)

Introduction



Redaction Criticism

Focuses on the intentions of the gospel writers, giving the 
theology of each writer a distinct character. This 
perception of the individuality of each gospel writer lends 
humanity and theological strength to the writings.
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The Gospel of Mark

Good News is the Kingdom of God is at hand

Kingdom of God: the range of God’s effective will.

Messiah cannot be understood apart from suffering

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. Mk 8:31-32

Keys: Peter’s Confession Mk 8, Centurion’s Confession Mk 15:39
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The Gospel of Matthew

Jesus’ story is a continuation of the Jewish story

Jesus is a new type of Moses, new exodus

Mission of God is to Go to all the nations

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of 

you. For John came to you to show you the way of 

righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 

this, you did not repent and believe him.” Mt 21:32

Keys: Parable of the Unforgiving Debtor Mt 18, Wedding Banquet Mt 22
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The Gospel of Luke





What do we know about Luke?

“Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send 
greetings.” Colossians 4:14

“Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.” 2 Tim 4:11

“And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my 
fellow workers.” Philemon 1:24

Educated, Pauline theology, mission oriented, 
Gentile focused, Greek background



The Gospel of Luke

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things 
that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed 
down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good 
also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things 
you have been taught.

Careful investigation – eyewitnesses

Orderly Account – the whole story, compilation

Certainty of what is rumored and taught

Theo-philus – “lover of God” or Roman authority



In the time of Herod king of Judea…

Zechariah & Elizabeth (barren)  See 1 Samuel 1-2

Blameless, upright, along in years, barren, angels
Abraham and Sarah see Genesis 18

Then the LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife will have a son.”

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind 
him. Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah 
was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I 
am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a 
child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at 
the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was afraid, so she 
lied and said, “I did not laugh.”  But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” Genesis 18:10-15



Jesus’ Birth Narrative

Focus is Primarily on Mary and Elizabeth

Angelic visitation is to Mary only (Gabriel, Daniel 9:21)

Mary connects with Elizabeth

Immaculate Conception?

Genealogy of Jesus -> Adam

Initiated by Caesar

Nazareth to Bethlehem to Nazareth

Shepherds, Angels, Manger, Innkeeper

Simeon and Anna



Daniel’s Prayer

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed:

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 

covenant of love with those who love him and keep 

his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done 

wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we 

have turned away from your commands and laws. We 

have not listened to your servants the prophets, who 

spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our 

ancestors, and to all the people of the land.” Daniel 9:4-6



Gaius Octavius
Caesar Augustus

(son of the divine one)
27 BC ~ 14 AD

Represents
Political Power
Military Force
Nobility / Class Structure
Economic Power





Lukean Misseology

What is Jesus’ Mission  Luke 4:18-28

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.” [Isaiah 61:1-2]

How did people respond to Jesus’ declaration?



Who is my neighbor? Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37)

The Proud vs the humble Pharisee and the Tax collector 
(Luke 18:9-14)

What does Lost mean? Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son 
(Luke 15)

Salvation Zacchaeus (Luke 19)

Mission to the Gentiles Centurion’s Servant (Luke 7:1-10)

Widow’s Son (Luke 7:11-17)

compare to 1 Kings 17:22-24 (Elijah and the widow of Zarephath)

2 Kings 5 Naaman the Syrian 
Luke 4:26-27

Lukean Theology



Vision of Heaven?

Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31)

Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-26)

Blessed are the poor
Blessed are you who hunger now, 
Woe to you who are rich, 
Woe to you who are well fed,

Lukean Theology



Lukean Identity

Inclusion of Women

Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, Mary & Martha, 

Inclusion of Children Luke 18:15

Faith of the Gentiles

Roman Centurion
Jesus said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” Luke 7:9



Message and Mission

Message of Hope to the outcast and the poor

“Go out quickly in to the streets and alleys of the town and bring in 

the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.” Luke 14:21

Condemnation to the Wealthy and Powerful
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12:34

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and the God what is God’s” Luke 20:25

Faith must be practical or it is nothing
“The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Luke 10:37



Matthew John Luke Mark



Next Week!


