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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

Temptation! (Matthew 3:13-4:11 NIV) 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.”Then John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him.17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.” 
4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’[c]” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’[e]” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if 
you will bow down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and 
attended him. 

 

Sermon Notes 
 

Temptation –bait without a hook, choice without consequence, 
life without meaning. 

Monday Morning Temptations 

 Desire – ease, comfort, pleasure (Hedonism, flesh) 

 Applause – what people say (Egotism, pride) 

 Control – what can I control (Materialism, eyes) 

“Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.” 
James 1:14 ESV 

Armed with God’s Truth 
Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. Luke 12:23 

Armed with God’s Mission 

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us.” 1 Peter 2:12 

Armed with God’s Affirmation 

He brought me out into a spacious place; 

he rescued me because he delighted in me.” Psalm 18:19 

 
What is your most common temptation? 

How does it determine what you do or don’t do? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%203-4&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-23214c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%203-4&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-23216d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%203-4&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-23217e
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God Works Good into all things 

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28 

It is one of the wonders of divine love, that God will take even our blemishes 
and sins, when we truly repent of them and give them to Him, and make them 
blessings to us in some way. 

Someone once showed an expensive handkerchief to an artist. The 
handkerchief had a blot of ink on it. 

“Nothing can be done with that!” the person said, thinking that the 
handkerchief was now ruined and worthless. The artist took it with him and 
after a time sent it back to his friend. In a most skillful and artistic way he had 
made a fine design on the handkerchief, using the blot as its foundation. 
Instead of being ruined, the handkerchief was made far more beautiful and 
valuable. 

In the same way, God takes the flaws and blots and stains of our lives, the 
disfiguring blemishes, and by His marvelous grace changes them into strength 
and beauty of character! God gives us beauty for ashes. (Isa 61:3) 

David’s terrible sin was not only forgiven, it was made a transforming power in 
his life. 

Peter’s sad fall became a step upward through his Lord’s forgiveness and 
gentle dealing. Peter never would have become the man he became if he had 
not denied his Lord, and then repented and been restored. 

Paul tells us that we become more than conquerors in all life’s trials, dangers, 
struggles, temptations, and sorrows only “through Him who loved us.” (Rom 
8:37) 

Without Christ we are defeated. There is only one power that can turn evil into 
good, pain into blessing — the love of Christ. There is only one Hand which can 
take the blotted life and transform it into beauty. 
 


