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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
New International Version 1984 (NIV1984) 

The Lord’s Grace to Paul 

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 
considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I 
was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown 
mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord 
was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners —of whom I am the worst. 16 But for 
that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, 
Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those 
who would believe on him and receive eternal life.17 Now to the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

Inspiration 
Irresistible moment when activity, mission and legacy become one. 

Confidence that this moment will make a difference in some way – be it 
small or large. 

Thank God I’m not what I used to be 

Blasphemer - act of claiming for oneself the power and privilege of God. 

“Think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.” 

1 Corinthians 1:26-27 

Thank God, I’m not what I’m Going to Be 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Phil 3:12-14 

Thank God I am who I am Today! 

Chosen – Ambassadors, Priesthood, Saints  (see 1 Peter 2:9) 

Equipped – I have gifts and talents to share (see 1 Corinthians 12:20) 

Energized – to experience Jesus a day-to-day (Luke 24:32 Msg) 
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What are we saved from? 

As Christians we tend to speak our own language. For example, we’re 

always asking people if they’re saved, and we assume they know what 

that means. But what does it mean to be saved? What are being saved 

from? 

“Having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. – Rom 5:9 

We’re saved from the penalty of sin. We sin when we disobey God. 

Romans 3:23 describes sin as falling “short of the glory of God,” while 1 

John 3:4 refers to it as “lawlessness”. We sin in three ways: 

1) In Thought (1 Jhn 3:15, Matt 5:28) 

2) In Word (Matt 5:22) 

3) In Deed (Rom 1:32) 

Acts 17:31 teaches that He has appointed a day in which He will judge the 

world in righteousness. This judgment is separation from Him in hell. 

But our text tells us we’ve been “saved from God’s wrath through 

Christ” This means we aren’t judged for our sins, we’re pardoned from 

them. This is possible because our text also tells us we’re “justified by His 

blood.” 2Corinthians 5:21 explains that Christ “became sin” for us so that 

we might become “righteous in Him.” 

Christ paid for our sins on the cross and, as a result, when God looks at 

us He sees us “in Christ”. In other words He sees that Christ has paid for 

our sins and Christ’s perfection is credited to us. We are saved from 

wrath through Christ. 

Without Christ we are defeated. There is only one power that can turn evil into 
good, pain into blessing — the love of Christ. There is only one Hand which can 
take the blotted life and transform it into beauty. 

 

 
“[E]very time you make a choice you are turning the central 

part of you, the part of you that chooses, into something a 

little different than it was before. And taking your life as a 

whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you 

are slowly turning this central thing into a heavenly creature 

or a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony 

with God, and with other creatures, and with itself, or else 

into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and 

with its fellow creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of 

creature is heaven: that is, it is joy and peace and knowledge 

and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, 

rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us at each 

moment is progressing to the one state of the other.”   ― C.S. 

Lewis 

 
The more man becomes irradiated with the divinity of Christ, 
the more, not the less, truly he is man.       -- Phillips Brooks 

 
Inspiration can be nothing more than a fleeting feeling – as unless we 
take action it can slip away in the blink of an eye, an illusion, a dream ~ 
something that held possibility for that fraction of a second and then 
was lost in the haze of ‘reality’ and ‘fear’ of stepping out of the box and 
doing something different. 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis

