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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

Matthew 8:23-27 
New International Version 1984 (NIV1984) 

23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Without warning, a 
furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But 
Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! 
We’re going to drown!” 
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and 
the waves obey him!” 
LUKE 8 -- 22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of 
the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A 
squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they 
were in great danger. 
24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to 
drown!” 
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all 
was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. 
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 
MARK 4 -- 35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over 
to the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he 
was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, 
and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in 
the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, 
don’t you care if we drown?” 
39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the 
wind died down and it was completely calm. 
40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the 
waves obey him!” 

 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

Crisis 
A crucial event, belief or relationship creating in a turning point 

Tornado, fire  Death, layoff, cancer Aging, divorce 

A Crisis challenges our… 

 Source – security, power, meaning 

 Significance – success, purpose, value 

 Self-Confidence  – life plan, optimism, passion 

Crisis engages our faith  

Faith – God loves me! Always. 

Storms – life is painful and confusing 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2-4 

Crisis creates growth and wisdom 

“Who is this?” v27 

 

1. What’s Rocking Your Boat? 

2. What core belief is being challenging? 

3. What truth is being born? 
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What are we saved from? 

As Christians we tend to speak our own language. For example, we’re 

always asking people if they’re saved, and we assume they know what 

that means. But what does it mean to be saved? What are being saved 

from? 

“Having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. – Rom 5:9 

We’re saved from the penalty of sin. We sin when we disobey God. 

Romans 3:23 describes sin as falling “short of the glory of God,” while 1 

John 3:4 refers to it as “lawlessness”. We sin in three ways: 

1) In Thought (1 Jhn 3:15, Matt 5:28) 

2) In Word (Matt 5:22) 

3) In Deed (Rom 1:32) 

Acts 17:31 teaches that He has appointed a day in which He will judge the 

world in righteousness. This judgment is separation from Him in hell. 

But our text tells us we’ve been “saved from God’s wrath through 

Christ” This means we aren’t judged for our sins, we’re pardoned from 

them. This is possible because our text also tells us we’re “justified by His 

blood.” 2Corinthians 5:21 explains that Christ “became sin” for us so that 

we might become “righteous in Him.” 

Christ paid for our sins on the cross and, as a result, when God looks at 

us He sees us “in Christ”. In other words He sees that Christ has paid for 

our sins and Christ’s perfection is credited to us. We are saved from 

wrath through Christ. 

You may not relate to the specifics of Abraham’s case, but you might 
understand his feelings. Here is a snapshot of a person in full-blown 
crisis…in this case, a young person whose world had evidently become 
unbearable. It doesn’t really matter what the reason, though, the 
feelings come out the same…anger, rejection, sorrow, fear, hatred, 
panic, numbness. 

Meaning of Crisis: The very word crisis comes to us from the ancient 
Latin language. It was used by the famous physician, Hippocrates, and 
had a specific medical meaning: the turning point in a disease. At a 
certain point, a sick person either loses all hope or they start getting 
better. 

A crisis is…when everything you have and are is threatened. 

 …when you are sure God hates you. 
 …when you don’t know who you are anymore. 
 …when you are about to lose your most meaningful relationships in life. 
 …when you think you have little or nothing to live for anymore. 
 …when you seriously cannot see how you are going to survive. 
 …when you think you’d be better off dead than alive. 
 …when everything you thought you believed seems like a total waste. 

The Bible is a book filled with people in crisis situations. 

 There is the story of Joseph sold by his brothers into Egypt 
 Moses at the Red Sea 
 Daniel in the lion’s den 
 Three Hebrews in the fiery furnace 
 Simon Peter in prison 
 The Apostle Paul thrown in the ocean at night 
 John on the Isle of Patmos 

If everything is smooth sailing right from the beginning, we cannot 
become people of substance and character. By surmounting paining 
setbacks and obstacles, we can create a brilliant history of triumph that 
will shine forever. That is what makes life so exciting and enjoyable. In 
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any field of endeavour, those who overcome hardships and grow as 
human beings are advancing towards success and victory in life. 

 


