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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

Daniel 6:1-24 
New International Version 1984 (NIV1984) 

 

 

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the 

king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so 

that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned 

to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any 

entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ 

den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished 

voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 

continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he 

shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was 

found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, 

O king.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. 

And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, 

because he had trusted in his God. 
24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 

brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and 

children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions 

overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 

The Problem with Lions 

They don’t care about your race, sex or nationality 

They can’t appreciate your wealth, power or beauty. 

They don’t understand your politics, religion or culture. 

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8 

Lions prove your Identity (food or foe) 
“Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else's 

opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions a quotation.” Oscar Wilde 

“If serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD.” Joshua 24:15 

Lions prove the power of God 
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 1 John 4:4 

Lions prove your faith to others 
[The King] called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
rescue you from the lions?” v20 
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Daniel lived approximately 400 years after David and 600 years 

before Jesus. The book of Daniel covers the period 605 BC to about 530 

BC. In the beginning Daniel is a teenager, approximately 15 years old. 

When the book closes, he is about 90 years old. During his long life God 

allowed him to serve under a succession of Babylonian and Persian 

rulers. From being an imported hostage, he becomes a trusted prime 

minister and counselor to some of the mightiest rulers in world history. 

His name appears not just in the bible, but in the ancient historical 

records. He was a real person. The book of Daniel is not a parable. 

When the book opens we find Daniel and his friends being forcibly 

taken from their homes in Jerusalem and deported to Babylon where 

they are trained to work for a pagan king. Nebuchadnezzar thought he 

could surround Daniel with the world, and Daniel would become part it.  

He was wrong. 

Daniel ("God is my Judge") became Belteshazzar ("Bel, protect the 

King"). 

Hananiah ("The Lord is gracious") became Shadrach ("Command of 

Aku", the Sumerian sun-god). 

Mishael ("Who is like the Lord?") became Meshach ("Who is what Aku 

is?"). 

Azariah ("The Lord is my helper") became Abednego ("Servant of 

Nebo," another Babylonian god). 

SCORRE  Method 

Subject: Suffering 

 

Central Theme: Dealing with Personal Adversity 

 

Objective:  As Christians we should face lions of affliction with 
confidence because of the answers they provide to those who 
persevere. 
 
Rationale 

1. Lions prove your identity 

a. Fight or Flight mentality 

b. Food or Foe Character 

2. Lions prove the Power of God 

a. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than 
the one who is in the world. 1 John 4:4 

3. Lions prove your faith to others 

[The King] called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the 

living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 

rescue you from the lions?” v20 
 

Resources: 

“My neighbor is the one who crosses the road for me!” H. Nouwen 

 

Evaluation:  
 Is my objective clear?   Is my Key Word a plural noun?  

 Does it fit my rationale?   Are my rationale parallel?  

 Does my rationale lead to my objective? 
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Oscar Wilde, a great nineteenth century author, accurately observed 

that "Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else's 

opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions a quotation." 

There's a story of a young man who spent a year in a logging camp - a 

rough place with a lot of cursing, drinking, gambling and womanizing. 

When he came back home his minister expressed sympathy for the 

tough time he must have had in standing up for his faith. "It wasn't hard 

at all," said the young man. "They never found out I was a Christian." 

We often live two lives, those we present to God and those we present to the Devil.  

 

 

Let's start with some background to this story. 

Daniel lived approximately 400 years after David and 600 years before 

Jesus. The book of Daniel covers the period 605 BC to about 530 BC. In 

the beginning Daniel is a teenager, approximately 15 years old. When the 

book closes, he is about 90 years old. During his long life God allowed 

him to serve under a succession of Babylonian and Persian rulers. From 

being an imported hostage, he becomes a trusted prime minister and 

counselor to some of the mightiest rulers in world history. His name 

appears not just in the bible, but in the ancient historical records. He was 

a real person. The book of Daniel is not a parable. 

When the book opens we find Daniel and his friends being forcibly taken 

from their homes in Jerusalem and deported to Babylon where they are 

trained to work for a pagan king. 

He was wrong. 

Daniel ("God is my Judge") became Belteshazzar ("Bel, protect the 

King"). 

Hananiah ("The Lord is gracious") became Shadrach ("Command of 

Aku", the Sumerian sun-god). 

Mishael ("Who is like the Lord?") became Meshach ("Who is what Aku 

is?"). 

Azariah ("The Lord is my helper") became Abednego ("Servant of 

Nebo," another Babylonian god). 

 

 

Max Lucado describes it really well: "(Satan) is the master of 
the trapdoor and the author of weak moments. He waits until 

your back is turned. He waits until your defense is down. He 
waits until the bell has rung and you are walking back to your 

corner. Then he aims his arrow at your weakest point 
and...Bullseye! You lose your temper. You lust. You fall. You 

take a drag. You follow the crowd. You rationalize. You say 
yes. You sign your name. You forget who you are. You walk 

into her room. You look in the window. You buy the magazine. 
You lie. You covet. You stomp your feet and demand your way. 

You deny your Master. It’s David disrobing Bathsheba. It’s 
Adam accepting the fruit from Eve. It’s Abraham lying about 

Sarah. It’s Peter denying that he ever knew Jesus. It’s Noah, 
drunk and naked in his tent. It’s Lot, in bed with his own 

daughter. It’s your worst nightmare. It’s sudden. It’s sin."  
 
 
Does Age Bring Wisdom? 
The greatest gift one generation can give another is the wisdom it has 
gained from experience. 
 
 

"We may be truly said to worship God, though we lack 
perfection; but we cannot be said to worship Him if we lack 
sincerity." — Stephen Charnock 
 
Intimacy – wonder, desire, hunger, vulnerability 
Passion – Excitement, Joy, enthusiasm, praise and worship 

http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1848104_1777495,00.html
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Our Gift – a legacy [example] to build your life on 

Our Challenge – face the uncertainty of tomorrow with God 

Our Hope – live as joyfully and fulfilled as we have 

 

When I fall.. 

 He Lifts me Up. 

When I fail.. 

 He forgives me. 

When I am afraid… 

 He gives me courage. 

When my boys were young I used to tell them “You don’t have to like 
everybody, but you can’t ever let them know you don’t like them.  You 
have to be just as nice to the ones you don’t like as you are to the ones 
you do like.”  This is a very challenging way to live for a child.  If I play 
with people I like, I have to play with the ones I don’t.  If I talk to the 
people I like, I can’t ignore the ones I don’t.    

 

When we choose to live our lives according to these first two simple 
rules:  Do no harm and do good, we choose to live in God’s kingdom 
now, even as we live in this world.  We choose to live as ambassadors of 
God’s kingdom, literally carving out a little piece of heaven in this world.  
We live not as citizens of this world, but as citizens of God’s new order, a 
world where God’s love for all of creation is recognized and proclaimed 
not just in words, but in deeds as well.  And isn’t that what we all want?  
May it be so.  Amen. 


