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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

Ecclesiastes 2:2-17 
New International Version 1984 (NIV1984) 

2 I thought in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is 
good.” But that also proved to be meaningless. 2 “Laughter,” I said, “is foolish. And 
what does pleasure accomplish?” 3 I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing 
folly —my mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for 
men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives. 

4 I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. 5 I made 
gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 6 I made reservoirs to 
water groves of flourishing trees. 7 I bought male and female slaves and had other 
slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in 
Jerusalem before me. 8 I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings 
and provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and a harem[a] as well—the delights 
of the heart of man. 9 I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In 
all this my wisdom stayed with me. 

10 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart 
took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. 11 Yet when I 
surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 

12 Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and folly. What 
more can the king’s successor do than what has already been done? 13 I saw that 
wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness. 14 The wise man has 
eyes in his head, while the fool walks in the darkness; but I came to realize that the 
same fate overtakes them both. 

15 Then I thought in my heart, “The fate of the fool will overtake me also. What then do 
I gain by being wise?”  I said in my heart, “This too is meaningless.” 16 For the wise man, 
like the fool, will not be long remembered; in days to come both will be forgotten. Like 
the fool, the wise man too must die! 

17 So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of 
it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 

Does Age Bring Wisdom? 

The greatest gift one generation can give another is the 
wisdom it has gained from experience. 

Our Wisdom is… 
Our Gift – a destination worth pursuing 

Legacy [example] to build your life on, destination, a goal, a purpose, an 
answer to quiet questions, a comfort to heart rending pain, a mission for 
living vs dying. “I have seen the promised land” MLK Jr 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men. Mt 4:19 

Our Challenge – face the uncertainty of tomorrow with God 

Focus on true north, our plan, our purpose, our confidence; Know 
thyself, to stay the course when others fall away, identify and know the 
Truth, The Way and the Life 

“We will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” Ephesians 4:14 

Our Hope – live in humble unity, with gratitude & reverent awe 

Arrive without regret, to find the sacred in the routine, to live in the 
spirit in the moment, to love extravagantly, to be loved abundantly, to 
find the strength to be humble and grateful. 

I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in 
and go out, and find pasture. John 10:9 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+2&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-17342a
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1848104_1777495,00.html
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3 Things that Define Us 

1) Christians Are Gospel People 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes…” Rm1:16 

Christians are people with a distinctive story.  

We are people who follow Christ and believe that He died for our sins, was 
raised from the grave, and through faith in Him we have forgiveness, a 
relationship with God, and everlasting life. We believe this not only with our 
heads but also in our hearts. 

For Christians, this gospel is the source of our basic identity; we define 
ourselves by our relationship to Jesus Christ. 

2) Christians Are Bible People 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness…” - 2 Timothy 3:16 

Christians are people with a distinctive authority.  

We believe that God is our ultimate authority, and that the Holy Scriptures are 
His authoritative self-revelation. For Christians, our ultimate standard is God, 
who speaks in the Bible. 

3) Christians Are Church People 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Gal 6:2 

Christians are people with a distinctive community.  

We believe that the church is the particular context within which we are to live 
our lives. We are part of the Body of Christ. It is within the community of the 
church that we worship God, hear his Word, and receive the sacraments. It is 
within the community of the church that we are loved for, cared for, 
encouraged and held accountable. 

SCORRE  Method 

Subject: Church’s Mission 

 

Central Theme: The church’s future is contained in its collective wisdom.   
 

Objective:   Our children will prosper and live full live if they receive what 
we have left for them as our spiritual inheritance.  
 
Rationale 

1. Our gift 

2. Our Challenge 

3. Our Hope 
a. St. Augustine “To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances, to 

seek Him the greatest adventure, to find Him the greatest human 
achievement. 

Resources: 

“My neighbor is the one who crosses the road for me!” H. Nouwen 

 

Evaluation:  
 Is my objective clear?   Is my Key Word a plural noun?  

 Does it fit my rationale?   Are my rationale parallel?  

 Does my rationale lead to my objective? 

Parents will tell their children what you have done. They will retell your 

mighty acts,5 wonderful majesty, and glory. And I will think about your 

miracles. 6 They will tell about the amazing things you do, and I will tell 

how great you are. 7 They will remember your great goodness and will 

sing about your fairness. Psalm 145:4-7 


