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Missio Dei is Latin for “the mission of God”. The Bible tells the story of God and His 
mission to redeem and restore this world through Jesus. The whole Bible is the story of 
God’s plan enacted through God’s people in God’s world for the sake of God’s creation. 

Mark 12:28-34 
New International Version 1984 (NIV1984) 

The Greatest Commandment 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good 

answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important?” 

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: „Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 30 Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.‟[b] 31 The 

second is this: „Love your neighbor as yourself.‟[c] There is 
no commandment greater than these.” 

32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in 
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To 

love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 

yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to 

him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from 
then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
3 Simple Rules 

Anatomy of Love 
“Young love is a flame; and fierce, but still only light and flickering. The 

love of the older and disciplined heart is as coals, deep-burning, 
unquenchable.” Henry Ward Beecher 

Love has a Heart of Passion  
a intense desire, a compelling interest 

“They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” Luke 24:32 

Love has a Heart of Intimacy –  
to grow in depth, to know, to valuing, to honor 

He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs 
you are doing if God were not with him.” John 3:2 

Love has a Heart of Commitment  
the spirit of determination, resolute, firm 

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then 
will there be for us?” Matthew 19:27 

Unbalanced Love 
Idyllic Love = Passion + Intimacy Church hopper 
Fanatical Love = Passion + Commitment selfish 
Obligatory Love = Intimacy + Commitment pew sitter 
Perfect Love = Passion + Intimacy + Commitment Disciple 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2012:28-34&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-24696a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2012:28-34&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-24697b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2012:28-34&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-24698c
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Wesleyan Expressions of Love 

1) Are you lacking Passion (vitality)? 

i. Worship of God. 

“Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.” Ps 100:2 

ii. The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. 

 

2) Are you lacking Intimacy (depth)? 

i. Family and private prayer. 

“I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.  Because he 

turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live.” Psalm 116:1-2 

ii. Searching the Scriptures. 

Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. Psalm 119:97 

3) Are you lacking Commitment (consistency)? 

i. The Supper of the Lord. 

“Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19 

ii. Fasting or abstinence. 

“The worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other 

things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.” Mark 4:19 

We each have our own definition of love, even if we’ve never articulated it. 
“Love is like lightning you may not know what it is, but you do know when it hits you.” 

SCORRE  Method 

Subject: Church’s Mission 

 

Central Theme: Stay in Love with God 

 

Objective:   All Christians can stay in love God with their whole heart by 
developing these essential characteristics found in a heart of love. 
 
Rationale 

1. Love has a heart of Passion 
a. “They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to 
us?” Luke 24:32 

2. Love has a Heart of intimacy 
a. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a 

teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the 
miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” John 3:2 

3. Love has a Heart of Commitment 
a. Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What 

then will there be for us?” Matthew 19:27 

b. St. Augustine “To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances, to 
seek Him the greatest adventure, to find Him the greatest human 
achievement. 

Resources:  “My neighbor is the one who crosses the road for me!” H. Nouwen 

 Is my objective clear?   Is my Key Word a plural noun?  

 Does it fit my rationale?   Are my rationale parallel?  

 Does my rationale lead to my objective? 


