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New International Version 
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The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 
produced a good crop.17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have 
no place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll 
say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. 
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but 
is not rich toward God.” 

 

 

 

 

The  Gospel  Journey  

 

H o a r de r s  

Having an emotional, spiritual attachment to Junk 
 

Hoarding creates a false sense of Security (idol) 

FALSE ASSUMPTION: My stuff will be a shield and a shelter 

“The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in 
whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.” 2 Sam 22:2-3  

“In God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Psalm 56:11 

Hoarding creates a twisted sense of Belonging 

FALSE ASSUMPTION: It will make me significant 

“There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was 
no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. Ecc. 4:8 

Hoarding creates a false sense of Meaning  

FALSE ASSUMPTION: It gives me a purpose, a reason for being 

“Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to 
achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” Eccl 2:11 

 

Hoarders don’t realize they have a problem 
until they are confronted by separation. 

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is 
never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. Ecc 5:10 
(“he went away sad because he had great wealth.” Mt 19:22) 
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 Living 
Faith 

Do You Know Jesus? 

Invitation to Giving 

C.S. Lewis once said, "I do not believe one can settle how much we 

ought to give.  I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can 

spare."  In the spirit of knowing our lives as an adventure in faithful 

giving, may we launch new dreams and visions for the Church of Jesus 

Christ today. 

We come together as a community of faith to worship You, to rekindle 
our spirits, to seek healing in our places of brokenness.  Help us in the 
process of speaking and listening to examine our inner selves with 
discernment and honesty.  Grant us the wisdom to uncover those places 
within that are unfinished, that are out of step with our sacred calling, 
that are a source of pain and hurt to others.  

In our life with You, nurtured by the presence of Your Spirit, we begin to 
see more clearly the pathway of our journey.  You awaken in us the 
yearning to move beyond the resting spots where we have grown 
comfortable and resistant.  Whatever our age or condition, there is more 
for us to learn and master of the life of faith.  Help us therefore to keep 
our eyes on the horizon and to embrace the opportunities to grow 
closer to You and to each other.  Amen.  

- Riess Potterveld, Vice President for Institutional Advancement, Pacific 
School of Religion  

 

“It ain't those parts of the Bible that I can't understand that bother me, it 
is the parts that I do understand.” Mark Twain 
 
What we have belongs to God; it's his stuff to begin with!  
He blesses us by letting us use it, but it's still his. And when we 
understand that, giving to God becomes a lot easier. 

 
 
 
Giving Back to God What Is His, by Alan Smith 

 

 

I love the story of a church that had a parking problem. It 

was right next door to a store that was closed on Sunday. 

They asked the owner if they could use his parking lot. He 

said that they could use it for 51 Sundays out of the year 

but that it would be chained off one week. They were happy 

with the deal, but curious why it would be chained off that 

one Sunday. He explained that he just wanted them to remember 

that it wasn't their parking lot! 

 

You know, there's a lot of wisdom there. Because if you use 

something long enough, you tend to assume that it's yours. 

But everything we have belongs to God. God wants us to 

remember that. He told Israel that one day they would be 

richly blessed. But he warned them: 

 

  Do not say to yourself, "My power and the might of my own 

hand have   gotten me this wealth." But remember the Lord 

your God, for it is   he who gives you power to get wealth, 

so that he may confirm his 

  covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing 

today. (Deuteronomy   8:17-18). 

 

It's his stuff to begin with! 

 

Think about it. Is it harder to give up something of your own 

or give someone back what is already his? If I need to haul 

some stuff around, I might need to borrow a friend's pickup 

truck for a while. Suppose I kept it for a day. Then I start 

to give it back to him. Is that hard to do? Here's a car 

that's worth thousands of dollars and I'm just giving it to 

him? Sure, it's easy to give it to him because it's not mine; 

it belongs to my friend. 


