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Mark 
2:1-12 

New International Version 
1984 (NIV1984) 

 

Growing In Faith 
2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people 
heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such large 
numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a 
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above 
Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying 
on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” 

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were 
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking 
these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 
home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. 
This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never 
seen anything like this!”  

For we live by faith, not by sight. 2 Cor 5:7 
 

 

 

Faith is seeing life through the eyes of God. 

 Faith is a Doing word 

Belief comprehends but is passive.  Faith commits and then acts. 

“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2:17 

 Faith is a Challenging word 

“Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” v7 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7 

 Faith is a Liberating word 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Phil 4:13 

 Marks of Living Faith 

Calling ~ the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them.” Acts 13:2 

Church  – You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 1 Co 12:27 

Contribute  ~ “she was always doing good and helping the poor.” Acts 9:36 



AUDIO PODCAST: www.sermon.net/First_Church November 11, 2012 

Sermon 
Discussion 

Guide 
 

Faith 
When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? Luke 18:8b 
 
Faith is believing in what is true leading to a course of action whose 
outcome is uncertain.  
Faith has two elements: 1) being convinced of the truth, being certain of 
reality, having evidence of unseen things, and 2) then acting upon those 
truths to achieve a certain outcome.  

“There are things, say in learning to swim or to climb, which look 
dangerous and aren’t. Your instructor tells you it’s safe. You have good 
reason from past experience to trust him. Perhaps you can even see for 
yourself, by your own reason, that it is safe. But the crucial question is, 
will you be able to go on believing this when you actually see the cliff 
edge below you or actually feel yourself unsupported in the water? You 
will have no rational grounds for disbelieving. It is your senses and 
imagination that are going to attack belief. Here, as in the New 
Testament, the conflict is not between faith and reason but between 
faith and sight. We can face things which we know to be dangerous if 
they don’t look or sound too dangerous; our real trouble is often with 
the things we know to be safe but which look dreadful.” 

“Our faith in Christ wavers not so much when real arguments come 
against it as when it looks improbable - when the whole world takes on 
that desolate look which really tells us much more about the state of our 
passions and even our digestion than about reality." 

C.S. Lewis, Christian Reflections (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967) 42-43. 

 

SCORRE  Method 

Subject: Christian Life 

 

Central Theme: Receiving Christian Joy 

 

Objective:   We experience more joy when we accept these gifts 
through Holy Communion.  
Joy is not just for other people, but for those who seek it.  
 
Rationale 

V  The Joy of Surrender not Performance 

V  The Joy of Rescue not talent 

V  The Joy of Contentment not Comparing 

V  The Joy of Anticipation not avoidance 

 

Evaluation:  
 Is my objective clear?   Is my Key Word a plural noun?  

 Does it fit my rationale?   Are my rationale parallel?  

 Does my rationale lead to my objective? 

 


