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Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah 
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with 
him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 

Jesus Predicts His Death 

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he 
said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 
glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.”  
 
Faith is not a coping mechanism 
Faith is not a drug to sedate you through a life you hate. 
Faith is not a fairy tale. 
Faith is not a wishing well. (it doesn’t hurt to try) 

 

 

Maturity 

“The state or quality of being fully grown or developed.” 

 Acquaintance of Jesus  
Familiar, pleasantries, customary, formal, recognizable, random 

Marked by: formality, superficial conversations, unpredictable. 

“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Luke 4:22 

 Admirer of Jesus (i.e. Nicodemus) 
Mentally engaged, Curious, agreeable, status, analyze, study 

Marked by: questions, distant, fear, implications 

“He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.” John 3:2 

 Accepted by Jesus (i.e. Mary) 
Emotionally committed, passionate, transformed, vulnerable 

Marked by: excitement, joy, enthusiasm, optimism,  

As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume 
on them. Luke 7:38 

 Assurance that Faith Brings 

Hope, Confidence, devotion, Peaceful, serenity 
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Marked by: Long, intimate conversations, consistency, hopeful 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 
faith brings. Hebrews 10:22 

Sermon 
Discussion 

Guide 
 

Faith 
“Faith is believing that God is going to take you places before 
you even get there.” Matthew Barnett 
 
What do you believe God wants in your life? 
 
Where do you believe God is leading you? 
 
How much are you willing to risk to get there? 
 

Actions  
“As the body without the spirit is dead, 

so faith without deeds is dead.” James 2:26 
(read James 2) 

 

What was the last thing you did based on faith? 
 
How does it take faith to get to work in the morning? 
 
How is your faith challenging your behaviors today? 
 
 
Which comes first faith or actions?  


