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2 Corinthians 
12:7-10 

New International Version 
1984 (NIV1984) 

 

A Thorn in the Flesh 
7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these 

surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in 

my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said 

to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, 

in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
Faith is not a coping mechanism 

Faith is not a drug to sedate you through a life you hate. 

Faith is not a fairy tale. 

Faith is not a wishing well. (it doesn’t hurt to try) 

 

 

Faith Survivors 

Every experience God gives us, every person He puts in our path, 

is the perfect preparation for a future only He can see. C. Ten boom 

 

 Know what He knew 

“Every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matt. 4:4 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.” Matt 11:29 

“The Counselor will teach you all things and remind you…” Jn 14:26 

 Do what He did 

“Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 

even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” Jn 14:12 

“The body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. Jm 2:26 

 Share what He shared Jn 20:21 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 

has come!” 2 Cor. 5:17 

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” Rm8:1 

“in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us.” Romans 8:37 

“The best of all is, God is with us.” J Wesley 
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Sermon 
Discussion 

Guide 
 

Facing an Uncertain Future 

Read Philippians 4:6-8 (New Living Translation) 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 

what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will 

experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 

His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts 

on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 

admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 

 

Reflections:  

(1) Paul is writing to the Christians in Philippi facing an uncertain 

future. What does he say they should do instead of worrying? 

 

(2) In our prayers what two things does he tell us to do? 

i.  

ii.  

(3) What does he say we should fix our minds on? 

(4) What does this tell us about Worry, Fear & Anxiety? 
 

(5) Rate yourself on a scale of 1-10,  

 
Paralyzed with Worry or  Rejoicing in all things 

SCORRE  Method 

Subject: Strengthening our Faith  
 

Central Theme: Disappointment with God 

 

Objective:   Our faith can not only survive, but thrive in the midst of 
disappointment if we develop basic faith Habits.  
 
Our Faith is strengthened when we… 
Rationale 

V  Know What Jesus Knew 

V  Do What Jesus Did 

V  Share What Jesus Shared 

 

Evaluation:  
 Is my objective clear?   Is my Key Word a plural noun?  

 Does it fit my rationale?   Are my rationale parallel?  

 Does my rationale lead to my objective? 
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Three Simple Definitions 

(1) Once, all villagers decided to pray for rain, on the day 
of prayer all people gather and only one boy came 
with an umbrella -- That’s Faith 

(2) Example of feeling of a one year old baby. When you 
throw him in the air, he laughs because he know you 
will catch him. That’s trust 

(3) Every night we go to bed, we have no assurance to 
wake up alive the next morning, but we still we the 
alarm for tomorrow. – That’s hope 

(4)  


